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by the desire of his opponents for peace, and in which he played
into the opponents' hands all the trump cards of moral superi-
ority, so that it would have been an easy matter for them to
mobilize the world against Germany, at a time when Czecho-
slovakia was intact, with Russia's hundred and fifty millions
and a whole world at her back.
For a man of Hitler's past, living in a world of resentment
and vengcfulness, this autumn of 1938 was a triumph of truly
"gigantic scope,' to use his language. Three times the Prime
Minister of Great Britain appeared before him, and at Munich,
shortly afterwards, the four leading statesmen of the greatest
European States except Soviet Russia met to approve and
consecrate his triumph. The last democratically governed
State in central Europe, the model State among those formed
at Versailles, still remained on the map; but it had ceased to
count as a military and therefore as a political factor. This
happened under the guise of an admission of Germany's just
national demands and of obedience to the principle of the
self-determination of nations.
Barely six months later the German Fuhrer, with one of the
"lightning strokes" of which he is fond, occupied the capital
of that State. He incorporated in the Reich the principal
provinces of the State, great and wealthy regions, inhabited
by non-Germans. He formed these into a protectorate under
his own rule. He presented other parts of the State to its
neighbours or took them under his own protection, leaving
them but the shadow of independence. And all this in spite
of solemn assurances he had given less than six months earlier
in regard to the independence and future territorial integrity
of this State. At the moment when he gave those assurances,
as he openly declared before the Reichstag on April 2 8th, 1939,
he was already firmly resolved to make this fresh annexation.
And not on account of the right of nations to self-determination,
or in accordance with the principle of nationality, but simply